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Study area

Giglio Island: 21 sq Km

Arcipelago Toscano NP: 42%

Franco Promontory - Private 
hunting area: 80 sq Ha
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Population history

Late ‘800

How many
mouflons in 

2021?

1955

1 yearling  and 2 females of 
Sardinian-Corsican

2 rams and 2 adult 
females from Sardinia
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LetsGoGiglio Project

Protocol for the eradication of mouflon (Ovis aries) 
on Giglio Island under the Life Let's Go Giglio project 

"Less alien species in the Tuscan Archipelago: new 
actions to protect Giglio island habitats"

D.R.E.Am. Italia Working Group:

Sandro Nicoloso, Paola Semenzato, Andrea Gaggioli, 

Enrica Bellinello e Lilia Orlandi.

January 2021

Prot. 04487 
FR-ERP/lru

February 2021

ISPRA’s Opinion
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Eradication techniques

Foot snares and 

GSM/VHF alarmed

foot snare

Green ellipse: original

snares position

Yellow lines: final

rubber band position

Drop net and 

hounds’ drop net

Temporary enclosure
Corral with food

Stakeout

shooting
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Strategic plan for trapping

Judas animal behavior
(5.574 fix from capture to 

September 30)

Camera trapping

Drone
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Trapping results

49,2% 50,8%

N=63

February
2021

«Judas animal
phase»

March 
2024

«Translocation phase»

6 Judas animal

1 dead muflon by snares capture

1 dead muflon by drop net capture

1 dead muflon by act of vandalism

6 dead muflons temporary enclosure-allocation phase

54 mouflons translocated from Giglio island
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Trapping Results - techniques

Monthly trapping effort with snares
(6.648 Total snare days)

Monthly trapping effort with Drop net
(6.648 Total snare days)

LETSGO GIGLIO



Snare trapping results: 
spatial distribution

Foot snare 
trapping effort

Foot snare 
trapping success

48% of the mouflons 
were trapped within 
the private area or 

on fence gates 
damaged by tourists 

or storm surges
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Drop net trapping Results:
spatial distribution

Dec 2021
n. Net: 1 line
L. Net: 260 m
Traders: 5
No dogs

3
Trapped

mouflons

Feb 2022
n. Net: 4 lines
L. Net: 2.145 m
Traders: 55
No dogs

9
Trapped

mouflons

Nov 2022
n. Net: 1 line
L. Net: 950 m
Traders: 9
Dogs: 2

4
Trapped

mouflons

Mar 2024
n. Net: 4 lines
L. Net: 1.625 m
Traders: 44
Dogs: 2

2
Trapped

mouflons

We are grateful to

PN Aspromonte

Art 51
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Final allocation

Temporary 
enclosure
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Strategic plan for shooting

Hunting stakeout

Within the Arcipelago 
Toscano National Park

Mostly arranged where trapping 
is difficultly applicable

Arcipelago Toscano National 
Park Trained hunters 

Provincia di Grosseto 
Police officers

Employment of 
qualified staff

Arcipelago Toscano National 
Park Professional hunters

Regione Toscana Art. 51 
Trained hunter 

Regione Toscana 
Trained hunter 

Colotti S.

Nicoloso S.
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Shooting results:
Control plan 2009-2021

Hunting effort

1.117 Days/hunt
54 Mouflons culled

20,7 Days/Mouflon culled

90 Days/hunt
43 Mouflons culled

2,1 Days/Mouflon culled

Control and not Hunting
No limits on spatial and temporal action

Hunting and not Control
Spatial and temporal limits of action

2009-2019
18 Arcipelago Toscano National Park 

Trained hunters
(Only within the protected area) 

2013-2020
4 Provincia di Grosseto

 Police officers 
(Inside and outside the protected area) 
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Shooting results 2009-2021:
Control plan spatial distribution

41,2%

58,8%

N=97

Spatial distribution of 
mouflon culled from 
2009 to 2020 (N=97)

N=43

39,5%

60,5%

N=54

42,6%

57,4%

Could a long-term control plan ensure the eradication?
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Shooting results:
LetsGoGiglio techniques

Monthly culled mouflons

Control plan 2009-2020 

(N=97)

(N=56+1)
Culled mouflons per different areas

Culled mouflons using different techniques
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Shooting results:
total efford

Control Plan LetsGoGiglio

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

90 Days/hunt
43 Mouflons culled

2,1 Days/Mouflon culled

1.207 Days/hunt
97 Mouflons culled

12,4 Days/Mouflon culled

1.117 Days/hunt
54 Mouflons culled

20,7 Days/Mouflon culled

12 Days/hunt
2 Mouflons culled

6,0 Days/Mouflon culled

31 Days/hunt
4 Mouflons culled

7,8 Days/Mouflon culled

104 Days/hunt
42 Mouflons culled

2,5 Days/Mouflon culled

46 Days/hunt
8 Mouflons culled

5,8 Days/Mouflon culled

1 Days/hunt
1 Mouflons culled

1 Days/Mouflon culled

194 Days/hunt
57 Mouflons culled

3,4 Days/Mouflon culled

LetsGoGiglio
Hunting effort
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Shooting results:
LetsGoGiglio spatial distribution

50,9% 49,1%

N=42

52,4% 47,6%

N=57

Spatial distribution of 
mouflon culled from 
2009 to 2020 (N=97)

N=10

50,0% 50,0%

N=4

25,0% 75,0%

Could Professional hunters ensure the eradication?
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Trapping vs culling

Work days/mouflon

Days operator/mouflon

Drop net
effort

Snare foot
effort

Culled
effort

Work days

Days/operator

N mouflons

Drop net + 
Setting Up 

effort
194 13 29 85

418 292 340 194

52 18 18 57

3,7 0,7 1,6 1,5

8,0 16,2 18,9 3,4
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Impacts on vegetation

Annual fresh matter requirement
35-60 Tons

Biodiversity and forestal renewal lost

Daily fresh matter requirement
93.5 – 160.4 Kg

CO2  sequestration per year lost
~29 Tons

Demographic classes in «Judas 
animals» home range at T0

Class median body weight
(Giglio island Data)

26,0 kg

19,0 kg

12,9 kg

42,0 kg

33,5 kg

22,5 kg

11,7 kg

N Fix: 17.404
81 Mouflons in Judas animals home range at T0

26.7 Mouflons/100 Ha - Density

2.210,8 Kg – Population biomass

303,0 Ha
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Final monitoring

We can declare Giglio Island: 
zero mouflon!!

Dicembre 2023-ottobre 2024

LETSGO GIGLIO



Conclusions

Park Authority 
determination

Qualified
technical support

Critical regulatory
aspects

Management of animal 
rights activists

Management of 
relations with private 

entities
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Thanks

Si

Può

Fare!

The firs one
2021 February 28

01:25 AM

The last one
2024 March 20

10:25 AM
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